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Amendments to the Drawings: 

The attached drawing sheets show amendments to FIGs. 24B and 24C. 
Specifically, the two drawings of fonner FIG. 24B have been separately labeled as FIG. 
24B1 and FIG. 24B2, and FIG. 24C has been amended to include the cross-sectional 
view 24C-24C. 

Attachments: 2 replacement sheets 
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App. Ser. No. 09/928,429 
Attorney Dkt. No. 10551/193 

Remarks 

Claims 1 , 39-41 and 43-45 are pending in this application. Claims 2-38 and 42 
have been canceled, without prejudice or disclaimer. Claims 1 , 39-41 and 43-45 stand 
rejected. Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

IDS 

The Office Action stated that copies of ROC 51781 , ROC 394679 and ROC 
328711 had not been included in the IDS filed February 18, 2004. Accordingly, copies 
of the latter references are attached hereto. 

It is further noted that the form 1449 filed with the IDS filed February 18, 2004 
inadvertently omitted FR 2 761 255 A, although the IDS itself included the following 
language: "... the following are attached pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .98(a)(2) & (3) ... 
copies of Search Reports for PCT/US0 1/26398 (with English translation of FR 2 761 
255 A), PCT/US01/42910, PCT/US01 748657, PCT/US02/39677" (emphasis added). 
Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial the attached form 1449 
explicitly listing FR 2 761 255 A to make it of record as having been considered. 
Another copy of FR 2 761 255 A and an English translation thereof is attached for the 
convenience of the Examiner. 

Objection to the Drawings 

Withdrawal of the objection to the drawings is respectfully requested in view of 
the proposed drawing amendments set forth above. Specifically, the two drawings of 
former FIG. 24B have been separately labeled as FIG, 24B1 and FIG. 24B2, and FIG. 
24C has been amended to include the cross-sectional view 24C-24C. No new matter 
has been added. Entry of the proposed amendments is respectfully requested. 

Claim reiections 

The claims were rejected under 35 USC §§ 102 and 103. Claim 42 was objected 
to, but indicated to be allowable if rewritten in independent form. Accordingly, the 
limitations of claim 42 have been incorporated into claim 1 , and therefore claim 1 is 
allowable. Claims 1. 39-41 and 43-45 depend on claim 1 and are therefore likewise 
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App. Ser. No. 09/928,429 
Attorney Dkt, No. 10551/193 

allowable. Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1 , 39-41 and 43-45 is therefore 
respectfully requested. 

In light of the above discussion, Applicant respectfully submits that the present 
application is in all aspects in allowable condition, and earnestly solicits favorable 
reconsideration and early issuance of a Notice of Allowance. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at (202) 220-4323 to discuss 
any matter concerning this application. The Office is authorized to charge any fees 
related to this communication to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600. 



Respectfully submitted, 




KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel: (202) 220-4200 
Fax:(202) 220-4201 
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r CONCISE EXPLANATION OF RELEVANCY 



Citation ms directed to a stair mat (10, 20), wiiich comprises a stair base 
(11, 21) located on the step top surface (81) having a rounded edge (24) at 
the rear end thereof; a rounded cover (14, 23) made of soft synthetic resin 
material mtegrally formed at front , edge of the step base (11, 21) and 
cooperating with the rounded edge (24) to form an insert area (25) on the 
step base (1 1, 21) and having hollow portions (27, 28); and a stair mat (12) 
removably attached to the insert area (25) of the step base (1 1, 21). 

The stair mat made according to Citation I is to equip itself with the 
functions of anti-sUp, sound absorption, and cushion. It is the stair mat 
(12) that provides the anti-sUp and sound absorption functions, and the 
hollow portions (27, 28) thatprovides the cushion function 

Citation IJ^ is directed to a cleaning article (1) for a mop (10). The 
cleaning article is made of non-woven material and is disposable. The 
substrate (2) of the cleaning article has one or two surfaces in which a long- 
fiber layer or a rectangular sheet layer (3) is provided along the X direction 
mdicated in Fig. 1. The bounded hnes (4) are provided across the X 
direction and are spaced from each other at a distance "d." The substrate 
(2) and the layer (3) are bounded together by the bounded hnes (4). The 
substrate (2) and the layer (3) are severed at the location between the 
bounded lines (4) and form the severed portions (5). The layer (3) at 
which it is severed forms the brush portions (6). 



[11] Publication No. 328771 

[44] Publication Date: 21 March 1998 

[51] IPC: A47L23/22 

Category of Patent: New Utility Model 

[54] Title of Invention: Novel Floor Mat Assembly 
[21] Patent Application No. 86214417 
[22] Filing Date: 23 August 1997 

[72] Inventor: Young-Long Lin 

Address: 2"'* Floor, No. 228, Ann-Kong Road, Nae-Hu District, Taipei Citv 
Taiwan, R. O. C. *' 

[71] Applicant: Young-Long Lin 

Address: 2"^ Floor, No. 228, Ann-Kong Road, Nae-Hu District Taipei Citv 
Taiwan, R.O.C. 

[74] Patent Agent: Lian-Cheu Chang 

[57] Claim: 

1 . A novel floor mat assembly, in construction, comprising: 

a pluraUty of extruded profUes (10) each having an upper portion formed with 
an engaging slot (12) for receiving a piece of soft material (60) of a floor mat, 
two opposite sides each formed with a "{] "-shaped connecting slot (14) at 
least a support (16) formed below the engaging slot (12), and a lower recess 
(18) formed between every two adjacent supports (16); 

a non-metallic and soft inter-connecting element (20) having two opposite 
sides each formed with a conical body (22) for engaging the connecting slot 
(14), and a bottom formed with a tooth-like surface (24) for contacting with a 
ground surface; 
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a left and a right side frame elements (30) each having a outward slant (3 1) 
and a conical body (32) inward extending for engaging (he connecting slot 
(14); and 

a front and a rear frame elements (40) each having an outward slant (41) and a 
tab (42) inward extendiug to the lower recess (18) and riveted and fixed to an 
upper wall (19) of the lower recess (18). 

2. The novel floor mat assembly of Claim 1, wherein the inter-connecting 
element (20) is made of soft material, such as rubber, plastic or Ihe Uke, and 
formed with a central hole (25) for enhancing a cushioning effect. 

3. The novel floor mat assembly of Claim 1, wherein one of the side frame 
elements (50) is formed with a "<} "-shaped connecting slot (52) at its outer 
edge, a tooth-like surface (51) on its upper surface, and a conical body (53) at 
its inner edge; wherein the conical body (51) is adapted to engage the 
connecting slot (52) as desired, and the " "-shaped connecting slot (52) is 
adapted to engage the conical body (53) of the left or right side frame element. 

4. The novel floor mat assembly of Claim 1, wherein the left and right side frame 
elements (30) and the front and rear frame elements (40) each are formed with 
a tooth-like surface (33) at its bottom, hollow through holes (34) within its 
interior and a protruding pattern (35) on the slant (3 1, 41). 

Brief Description of the Accompanying Drawings: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a single extruded profile of the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the connecting element of the present invention; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the embodunent of the present invention with a partial 
parts being cut off; 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the extruded profile and side frame elements of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentally cross-sectional view taken along Line A-A of Fig. 5; 

Fig. 6 is a schematically cross-sectional view showing that the tabs of the front and 
rear frame elements engaging the extruded profile; and 

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the side frame element of the present invention. 
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(2) ROC Patent Publication No. 328711 pubUshed in ROC Patent Gazette on 
21 March 1998 (see enclosure) has already disclosed a *'Novel Floor Mat 
Assembly" comprising a base construction having a non-tacky surface for 
receiving the soles of a person's shoes thereon, and a cleanable floor mat 
that has slots for engaging the frame elements of the base construction and a 
tacky surface for receiving the soles of the shoes thereon. Therefore, the 
technical concept underlying the subject invention as to providing a floor 
mat by combining a base portion and a cleanable portion has been disclosed 
in the cited reference. Though a variety of embodiments are provided in 
the subject invention, they are considered the simple modification or 
combination in view of the conventional technical concept and commonly 
known designing knowledge. The subject invention is not a high level 
innovation of technical concepts by which natural rules are utilized, and can 
be easily accomplished by persons skilled in the art by simply utilizing 
conventional technology known prior to applying for patent The subject 
invention is devoid of an inventive step. 

In view of the above, the appUcation does not meet the provisions of Paragraph 2, 
Article 20 of the Patent Law and patent rights are not granted thereto. 

Sealed By 

Chen, Ming-Bang 
Commissioner 

Note: If dissatisfied with the decision, tiie applicant may file a request for re- 
examination within 30 days following the date of receipt of this decision. 
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